The Causes of the World War
Hollweg admit the injustice of German aggression upon
neutral Belgium. And contrary to their custom, which
was to exchange their votes for some concession by the
Government to the working classes, they also voted these
credits without (as Kautsky wished) laying down any
preliminary condition. "The voting of the war credits,"
a German historian writes, "was not regarded as a
commercial transaction."(i6)
Vorwarts illustrated the significance of the Reichstag
session by a pictorial comment. In its issue of August 4th
it published a map of the German-Russian frontier, with
arrows indicating the direction of Posen and the way in
which an advance of the Russian army would threaten
Prussia. It also published in its first supplement of
August 6th a map of the western frontier which bore
no such indications. Russia's responsibility and the
Russian peril were now the thesis of the Socialist Press
throughout the German Empire; it was Nicholas II who
had "willed this hellish conflagration," and he was the
aggressor. "We must employ all our force to keep Czarism
out of the country." Similar quotations might be multi-
plied indefinitely.^)
Haase declared in the Reichstag on August 4th that
not only her national independence, but even Germany's
very existence was at stake. It was a question of "to be
or not to be," and the same formula served as a heading
for Stampfer's article. It is to be noted that Bebel also
used the same phraseology as early as 1913, when he
said that in the "world war" which might result from
Russian aggression, "our Fatherland may find itself faced
with the question, to be or not to be."
The Socialist Konrad Haenisch was therefore quite
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